in the anti-HCV+ subjects compared with the anti-HCV-subjects (P<.01). There were no significant differences between anti-HCV+ and anti-HCV-subjects in terms of gender, body mass index (BMI), high-density lipoprotein cholesterol (HDL-C) levels, systolic and diastolic blood pressures and fasting plasma glucose. Multivariate logistic regression analyses were conducted to clarify the independent factors associated with anti-HCV. Variables included age, sex, smoking, drinking, betel nut chewing, exercise, milk drinking, and the presence of hypertension, diabetes mellitus and hyperlipidemia. Betel nut chewing was significantly associated with anti-HCV+ as was milk drinking ( Table 2 crude odds ratio). After being adjusted for appropriated covariates, betel nut chewing was still significantly associated with anti-HCV+ ( Table 2 adjusted odds ratio). Chronic HCV infections are the major etiologies of hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) in Taiwan. 1 The prevalence of anti-HCV (6.6%) in our study was higher than that in community controls. 2 The variation in crude HCV seroprevalence ranged from 0.4% to 10.5%, and HCV infection takes two to four decades to lead to HCC. 3 The habit of betel nut chewing is prevalent among men in Taiwan. It is especially prevalent among blue-collar workers, less educated men, cigarette smokers and alcohol drinkers. 4 The population of betel nut chewers has increased gradually. Recently, the habit of betel nut chewing was found to be a risk factor for HCC, and an increased HCC risk is associated with seropositivity of anti-HCV in Taiwan. 5 This information indirectly supports our finding that betel nut chewing is an independent risk factor for anti-HCV. Chronic hepatitis C and betel nut chewing 
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Reply
Thank you for the comments. My response is as follows:
The comments on relapse usually occurring in two to three weeks after the infection are valid. There is, however, a commonly held belief that relapse in patients with typhoid fever can occur anywhere between 1 to 70 days with a peak of 8 to 10 days after the completion of therapy. 1 The comments regarding the timing of the relapse and the duration mentioned in the paper therefore fall into the time span reported for relapse of typhoid fever.
The S Typhi isolated during both episodes was sensitive to ciprofloxacin with the only difference being the minimum inhibitory concentration. This is consistent with the reader comments that the susceptibility of the organism was similar on both occasions.
With regards to the comments on vaccination for typhoid fever, I would like to confirm that the patient had never been vaccinated prior to the first attack. are still a major public health concern in Taiwan. Although the precise mechanism for the association between betel nut chewing and anti-HCV remains to be determined, this study suggests that abstention from betel nut chewing is important for the prevention of chronic hepatitis C.
